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^ ' MAESTEG  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH. 


Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Maesteg. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Maesteg 

> < 

Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Maesteg  Urban  District  for  the  year  1944. 

The  Report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions 
of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  on  the  lines  of  those  for  previous 
war  years. 

The  Registrar- General  estimates  the  population  at  22,540. 

The  General  Death  Ra+e  of  the  District  is  13.5  and  the 
Birth  Rate  19.1  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  88  per  1,000  births. 

I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  confidence  and  support  and  the  other  Officers  and  Staff 

of  the  Public  Health  and  other  Departments  for  their  assistance 
and  co-operation. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RALPH  W.  H.  THOMAS, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres  

6709 

Assessable  Value  in  1944  

£76,137 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  

£278 

Per  1000 

Birth-rate  for  1944  

19.1 

Death-rate  (from  all  causes)  for  1944  

13.5 

Death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1944  ... 

.79 

Death-rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  1944 

.17 

Infantile  Mortality  for  1944  

88 

EXTRACTS  FROM 

Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

Still -Births  

Birth  Rate  

England  & W ales 

Deaths  :— 

Total— 305.  Males— 175. 

Death  Rate  ...  13.5 

England  & Wales  11.6 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total  Males  Females 


410 

223  .. 

187 

20 

11  .. 

9 

28 

15  . 

..  13 

19.1 

17.6 

Females — 

130. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  :— 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Puerperal  Causes  

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : , . 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total  

Rate  per  1,000  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years • 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages 

4 


0 

1 

2.18 


37 
1 

38 
88 

4 

0 

1 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  LAST  24  YEARS. 


Year. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Births. 

Rate 

per 

1,000. 

Deaths 
under 
1 year. 

Rate 

per 

1,000. 

Deaths 

all 

ages. 

Rate 

per 

1,000. 

1921  ... 

...  29,520 

918 

31.1 

78 

85 

336 

11.38 

1922  ... 

...  29,840 

732 

24.5 

92 

125 

421 

14.1 

1923  ... 

...  29,920 

793 

26.46 

57 

72 

303 

10.13 

1924  ... 

...  29,930 

752 

25.13 

49 

65 

289 

9.66 

1925  ... 

...  29,850 

666 

22.31 

66 

92 

329 

11.04 

1926  ... 

...  28,930 

642 

22.19 

64 

100 

365 

12.61 

1927  ... 

...  28,530 

541 

18.96 

49 

91 

313 

10.97 

1928  ... 

...  27,020 

562 

20.80 

37 

66 

316 

11.70 

1929  ... 

...  27,070 

578 

19.13 

53 

102 

341 

12.59 

1930  ... 

...  27,070 

492 

18.17 

32 

65 

290 

10.71 

1931  ... 

...  25,552 

500 

19.50 

33 

81 

313 

12.2 

1932  ... 

...  24,710 

408 

16.51 

38 

93 

288 

11.65 

1933  ... 

...  24,340 

424 

17.54 

30 

71 

312 

12.81 

1934  ... 

...  24,020 

451 

18.77 

49 

109 

313 

13.03 

1935  ... 

...  23,770 

450 

18.93 

34 

76 

306 

12.87 

1936  ... 

...  23,450 

430 

18.33 

34 

79 

320 

13.64 

1937  ... 

...  22,660 

391 

17.25 

25 

64 

284 

12.52 

1938  ... 

...  22,440 

411 

18.32 

36 

88 

279 

12.43 

1939  ... 

...  22,170 

361 

16.28 

31 

84 

327 

14.58 

1940  ... 

...  23,460 

443 

18.9 

37 

81 

318 

13.6 

1941  ... 

...  23,910 

435 

18.2 

36 

79 

317 

13.3 

1942  ... 

...  22,890 

461 

20.1 

28 

61 

260 

11.4 

1943  ... 

...  22,300 

443 

19.9 

36 

81 

287 

12.9 

1944  .... 

...  22,540 

430 

19.1 

38 

88 

305 

13.5 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Cases 


Vision  Vision  Total 

Treated.  Unim-  Im-  Blind-  Deaths 

At  Home  In  Hospital  paired  paired  ness 

1 0 10  0 0 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1944. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


\ ■ 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944. 


' \ 


New  Cases. 


Pulmonary 


Non- 

Pulmonary 


Aged 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

1 

0 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

5 

8 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

0 

25 ... 

4 

4 

1 

1 

0 

4 

1 

0 

35 

3 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

55  ...  

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  & upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Totals  ... 

17 

15 

16 

5 

7 

11 

4 

0 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non- 

Pulmonary 


In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  number  of  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  (pulmonary  and  other  forms)  received,  was  53. 
This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  10  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  17  males  and  15  females.  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  16  males  and  5 females. 


The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  18.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  was  4.  - 


7 


The  distribution  of  the  notifications  is  as  follows  : — 4 

Ward.  Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 


Caerau  11  ...  4 

Nantyffyllon  10  ...  4 

East  8 ...  4 

West  2 ...  10 

31  ...  22 

53 


Cases  Notified  for  the  Ten  Years  1935  1944. 


1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

53 

43 

37 

43 

51 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

63 

51 

33 

34  1 

44 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  death  removals,  cures,  altered 
diagnosis,  and  transfers  had  been  adjusted,  there  were  346  cases 
on  the  register,  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 


Males  101  ...  73 

Females  101  ...  71 

202  ...  144 

346 

No  special  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  treat- 
ment of  Tuberculosis.  Treatment  of  the  patient  is  left  to  the 
Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance,  who  either  directly  or  through 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  obtains  the  assistance  of  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association. 
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THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 


No  action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  during  the 

year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— SECTION  172. 


No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  1944. 


' ■>  . . > • 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— SECTION  176. 


Pc’ver  of  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  the  Prevention  and  Treat- 
ment of  Blindness. 


No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  1944. 

* 4 
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ANNUAL  RAINFALL. 


* 


\ 


. | 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year,  as  registered  at  the  Council’s 
Isolation  Hospital  was  69.45  inches. 


The  rainfall  for  the  past  ten  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 


Distribution 

1944. 

inches. 

January  ^ 

8.06 

February  

3.60 

March 

0.46 

April 

5.48 

May  

2.90 

June ' 

5.05 

July  i 

4.82 

August  

3.68 

September 

5.37 

October  ...  ... 

9.97 

November 

...  13.96 

December 

6.10 

Totals  

69.45 

Inches. 

69.26 

73.26 
58.07 
49.18 
67.54 
76.33 
63.42 
51.47 
65.69 
70.90 


1943. 

inches. 

1942. 

inches. 

1941. 

inches. 

10.91  .. 

,.  7.75  .. 

. 4.32 

4.48  .. 

. 0.58  .. 

. 6.10 

1.76  .. 

..  5.00  .. 

. 3.34 

2.42  ., 

..  1.89  .. 

. 1.85 

6.44  . 

..  6.94  .. 

. 3.52 

7.33  . 

..  0.55  . 

..  1.83 

6.15  . 

..  7.39  . 

4.79 

8.29  . 

..  8.43  .. 

..  9.52 

7.69  . 

..  6.15  . 

..  0.56 

. 6.62  . 

..  9,11  • 

..  5.68 

. 4.85  . 

..  1.17  . 

..  3.48 

. 4.05  . 

..  10.73  . 

..  6.48 

. 70.99 

..v  65.69 

...  51.47 
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The  heaviest  rainfall  was  during  the  month  of  November 
— 13.96  inches. 


The  lightest  rainfall  was  during  the  month  of  March — 
0.46  inches. 


The  rainfall  records  of  the  other  districts  in  the  area  of  the 
Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board,  which  is  responsible  for  the  water 
supply  of  the  district,  are  as  follows  : — 


Merthyr  Bridg-  St.  Black  OgmorePonty- 

Month  Mawr  end  Schwyll  Brynna  Athan  mill  Vale  cymmer 


January  ... 

4.60 

3.53 

3.78 

5.49 

/ 

3.21 

5.84 

12.18 

9.94 

February  ... 

2.43 

1.71 

1.81 

2.30 

0.89 

2.85 

3.93 

4.06 

March 

0.33 

0.23 

0.25 

0.34 

0.24 

0.50 

0.75 

0.80 

April 

3.80 

2.72 

3.39 

3.90 

2.76 

5i53 

6.51 

5-67 

May 

1.61 

1.86 

1.71 

4.20 

2.43 

3,37 

4.89 

3.56 

June 

3.94 

3.28 

3:82 

4.19 

4.01 

4.99 

6.54 

6.18 

July 

3.46 

2.36 

2.26 

3.33 

2.53 

5.01 

7.05 

6.64 

August 

6.32 

5.58 

4.94 

5.10 

2.92 

6.51 

7.29 

5.66 

September 

4.45 

5.41 

4.03 

5.69 

4.06 

7.87 

9.88 

8.84 

October  . . . 

6.11 

6.86 

6.01 

7.16 

4.41 

9.20 

12.06 

11.73 

November 

9.70 

10.78 

9.52 

11.61 

7.62 

14.23 

17.51 

16.75 

December... 

4.27 

4.44 

4.08 

5.47 

3.56 

5.79 

7.93 

7.64 

Totals  . . . 

51.02  48.76 

45.60 

58.78 

38.64 

71.69 

96.52 

87.47 
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RAINFALL  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER,  1944. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Urban  District 
of  Maesteg  from  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  since  1923  : 


Year. 

\ 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Gough. 

Diphtheria. 

' 

Enteric  Fever. 

c8 

8 

u 

.cj 

X 

Total  Zymotic 
Deaths. 

1923 

0 

• 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

6 

11 

1924 

0 

0 

0 

‘5 

2 

0 

. 6 

13 

1925 

0 

12 

0 

13 

3 

0 

9 

37 

1926 

0 

0 

,0 

1 

11 

0 

5 

17 

1927 

0 

0 

2 

12 

3 

0 

6 

23 

1928 

0 

11 

2 

0 

7 

• 0 

2 

22 

1929 

0 

3 

2 

2 

4 

0 

2 

13 

1930 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

5 

11 

1931 

...  0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

6 

1932 

...  0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

3 

10 

1933 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

4 

1934 

...  0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

1935 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

5 

1936* 

...  0 

2 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 

10 

1937 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

7 

1938 

...  0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

1 

6 

1939 

...  0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

4 

8 

1940 

...  0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

0 

4 

13 

1941 

...  0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

7 

1942 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

8 

1943 

1 0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

4 

7 

1944 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

6 
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ft  DEATHS  AMONGST  INFANTS. 

. ■ 1-  V 


During  the  year,  38  children  died  before  attaining  the  age 
of  one  year.  The  death  rate,  which  for  infants  is  always  re- 
corded as  so  many  per  thousand  births  registered,  as  distinct 
from  so  many  of  the  population  is  a true  rate,  as  it  is  based  on 
actual  figures.  The  38  deaths  gave  an  infantile  mortality  rate 
of  88  per  thousand  births  registered. 


Causes -of  Deaths  at  various  ages  under  one  year — 


Sex. 


Male  la. 

Female  la. 

Female  la. 

Male  la. 

b. 

Male  la. 

Male  ' la. 

b. 

Male  la. 

Male  la. 

b. 

Female  la. 

Female  la. 

Male  la. 

Female  la. 

Male  la. 

Male  la. 

la. 

Female  la. 

Male  la. 

Female  la. 

Male  la. 

Female-  la. 

b. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Pneumonia  3 months 

Asphyxia  Pallida  4 hours 

Atelectasis  of  Lung  2 weeks 

Acute  Bronchitis1 

Prematurity  5 weeks 

Pneumonia  of  the  left  lung 5 weeks 

Prematurity 

Placenta  Praevia  6 hours 

Prematurity  ■ 12  honrs 

Convulsions  ....... 

Acute  Gastro  Enteritis  11  months 

Icterus  Neonatorum  2 weeks 

Acute  Bronchitis  3 months 

Icterus  Gravis  Neonatorum  4 days 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum  12  hours 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  9 days 

Spina  Bifida  3 weekg 

Pneumonia  5 months 


Acute  Pneumococcal  Meningitis  6 months 
Premature  Birth 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Acute  Eczema 
Cerebral  Compression 
Difficult  Labour 


5 hours 
3 months 
7 months 

1 day 
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Causes  of  Death  at  various  ages  under  L year — continued  £ 


Sex.  Cause  of  Death.  Age. 


Male  la.  Inanition  : 

b.  Premature  twin  birth  2 months 

Male  la.  Acute  Intussusception  4 months 

Male  la.  Prematurity  •.••••.•  10  hours 

Female  la.  Cranial  Meningocele  2 months 

Male  la.  Congenital  Pyloric  Stenosis  2 months 

Male  la.  Asphyxia  Pallida  12  hours 

Female  la.  Prematurity  (7  months)  1 day 

Male  la.  Prematurity  1 week 

Male  la.  Prematurity  1 day 

]VXale  la.  Acute  Gastro  Enteritis  1 month 

Female  la.  Gastro . Enteritis  4 months 

Male  la.  Acute  Bronchitis  10  weeks 

Male  la.  Broncho  Pneumonia  6 months 

Female  - la.  Broncho  Pneumonia 

b.  Congenital  heart  disease'  7 months 

Male  ...  . la.  Acute  Bronchitis  1 month 

Male  la.  Convulsions 

b.  Hyperpyrexia  1 day 

c.  Pneumonia 

Female  la.  Lobar  Pneumonia  10  months 

Male  la.  Pertussis  (Whooping  Cough) 3 months 


Classified  according  to  Wards  and  Sex,  the  deaths  occurred 
as  follows  : 

Ward.  ’ Male.  Female.  Total. 

6 6 

9 3 

3 1 


Caerau  

Nantyffyllon 

East 


12 

12 

4 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  AND 
THEIR  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 

Number 
of  deaths. 

Rate 

per  1,000 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0 

. — 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

2 

.08 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  ... 

0 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

.04 

Diphtheria  ...  A. 

1 

.04 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

18 

.79 

Other  Tuberculosis 

4 

.17 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

.08 

Influenza 

1 

.04 

Measles 

0 

— 

Ac  : polio-myel.  and  polio-enceph. 

0 

— 

Ac  : inf.  enceph.  ...  ...  . 

0 

— 

Cancer  of  b.  cav.  & oesoph.  (M),  uterus  (F) 

2 

.08 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

10 

.44 

Cancer  of  Breast 

5 

.22 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

16 

.70 

Diabetes 

3 

.13 

Intracran  : vase,  lesions  ,... 

35 

1.35 

Heart  Disease  ... 

74 

3.28 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

.08 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

26 

1.15 

Pneumonia 

15 

.66 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

8 

.35 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

4 

.17 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

4 

.17 

Appendicitis 

2 

.08 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

10 

.44 

Nephritis 

4 

.17 

Puer.  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

0 

. 

Other  maternal  causes 

, 1 

.04 

Premature  birth 

7 

.31 

Con.  mal. -birth  injuries,  infant  dis.. 

13 

.57 

Suicide 

0 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

.04 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

.31 

All  other  causes 

27 

1.19 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE.  ^ 

Infant  Welfare  Centres.  There  are  three  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  holding  regular  sessions  in  the  district. 

The  total  number  of  children  und  5 years  of  age  who 
first  attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and  who,  on  the 


date  of  their  first  attendance,  were  : — 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age 340 

(ii)  Over  1 year  of  age  183 


The  total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were  : — 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age 274 

(ii)  Over  1 year  of  age  214 

Health  Visiting.  The  following  is  a record  of  the  work 

carried  out  by  our  Health  Visitors,  and  the  general  results  for  1944  . 

< 

Visits  : — 


(i) 

To  expectant  mothers 

First  Visits 

13 

Total  Visits 

16 

(ii) 

To  children  under  1 yr.  of  age  First  Visits 

449 

(iii) 

t. 

To  children  between  the  ages 

Total  Visits 

1,251 

/ 

of  1 knd  5 years 

Total  Visits 

635 

ANTE  NATAL  SERVICES. 

There  are  two  Clinics  provided  by  the  Council  at  which 
attendances  are  confined  to  expectant  mothers. 

The  co-operation  of  the  local  Midwives  and  Medical  Prac- 
titioners has  enhanced  the  value  of  this  service. 


IS 


PROVISION  FOR  DENTAL,  EYE  AND 
ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 


The  Council  have  provided  for  the  Dental,  Eye  and 
Orthopaedic  treatment  of  children  and  mothers  attending  the 
maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  under  a scheme  existing 
between  the  County  Council  and  this  Council. 

MATERNITY  HOME. 

Accommodation.  The  accommodation  for  patients  remains 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  allocation  of  beds  is  as 
follows  : — 

Number  of  maternity  beds  in  the  Institution 
(exclusive  of  isolation  and  labour  beds)  8 

Number  of  beds  included  under  above  which 
have  been  allocated  to,  and  reserved  for, 
expectant  mothers  in  need  of  hospital 
treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Admissions.  The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted 
during  the  year  was  1.41.  Of  these  admissions,  20  were  attended 
by  Doctors  and  125  by  the  Staff  of  the  Home,  the  patients  living 
within  the  district  being  attended  by  their  own  Doctors,  and 
those  living  outside,  by  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS,  1907  AND  1915. 

All  births  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under 
the  above  Acts,  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  soon  as  the 
Doctor  or  Midwife  has  ceased  to  attend.  Infants  are  visited 
monthly  during  the  first  year  ; more  frequent  visits  being  made 
in  the  case  of  delicate  babies.  Children  over  12  months  are 
visited,  as  far  as  possible,  every  six  months  until  they  commence 
attending  school, 
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CHILDREN  ACT,  1908. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  officer  to  whom  notices 
required  by  the  Children’s  Act,  1908,  shall  be  sent,  and  the 
Council’s  Health  Visitors  have  been  appointed  Infant  Protection  - 
Visitors  under  the  Act.  No  contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  part  of  the  Act  was  reported  during  the  year. 


SCHOOLS. 

In  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  steps  are  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  school  authorities  to  exclude  all  scholars 
who  have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  school  children  is  provided  by 
the  County  Council,  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic, 
Dental' and  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 


HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  Local  Authority  or 
County  Council  : — 

(1)  Poor  Law— For  Poor  Law  purposes  Maesteg  is 
divided  into  two  districts,  a Relieving  Officer  serving  each  district. 

(2)  Tuberculosis. — Institutions  maintained  by  the  Glam- 
organ County  Council  and  the  Welsh  Memorial  Association  are 
available  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

(3)  Maternity. — A private  residence  within  the  district 
has  been  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority  and  converted  into  a 
Maternity  Home.  Patients  are  admitted  on  payment  of  fees,  but 
in  exceptional  cases  a reduced  fee  or  free  admission  is  grante 
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(4)  Children. — The  Glamorgan  County  Council  provides 
for  the,  care  and  treatment  of  -deformed  and  mentally  defective 
children.  Orthopaedic  cases  are  also  dealt  with  at  the  School 

Clinic  in  connection  with  our  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

\ . . 


(5)  Fever.— The  Isolation  Hospital  is  maintained  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  is  situated  in  a favourable  position  within 
the  district  at  an  altitude  of  650  feet  above  sea-level,  and  will 
accommodate  20  Diphtheria  and  20  Scarlet  Fever  patients. 
There  is  also  a block  for  the  reception  of  Puerperal  cases. 


(6)  Small  Pox  . — The  Local  Authority  is  now  a constit- 
uent member  of  the  Ogmore  Small  Pox  Hospital  Committee,  and 
any  case  that  may  occur  will  be  removed  to  that  Committee’s 
Hospital  at  Cefn  Hirgoed. 

(7)  General. — The  Maesteg  General  Hospital  is  maintained 
by  public  subscriptions,  and  is  an  excellent  institution  of  its  kind. 
The  equipment  is  well  up  to  modern  requirements,  and  the  oper- 
ating theatre  compares  very  favourably  with  those  of  much  larger 
institutions.  There  is  accommodation  for  53  patients. 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 

MOTHERS. 


The  Public  Assistance  Infirmary  at  Pontypridd  provides 
for  the  admission  of  unmarried  mothers  to  the  Maternity  Ward. 
Provision  is  made  at  the  Cottage  Homes,  Bridgend,  by  the  Assist- 
ance Committee,  for  illegitimate  and  homeless  children. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Diseases.— A Motor  Ambulance  is 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  removal  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Cases  to  tjie  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non  Infectious  and  Accident  Cases.— A Motor 
Ambulance  is  provided  in  connection  with  the  General  Hospital, 
Maesteg,  and  is  garaged  at  the  Hospital. 


\ 
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CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


No  additions  were  made  to  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  provided  (as  reported  elsewhere)  by  the  Council 
during  the  year.  The  County  Council  provides  a School  Clinic, 
and  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  a Clinic  for  Tuber- 
culosis. No  Clinic  is  provided  in  this  area  for  the  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases;  there  are  however  Clinics  available  at  the 
undermentioned  centres  where. free  treatment  can  be  obtained  : — 

PONTYPRIDD  CLINIC  (Central  Homes,  Courthouse  Street, 
Pontypridd). 

Males  Tuesday  10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. — 2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. — 6 p.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Friday  10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. — 6 p.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Females Monday  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.— 5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Thursday 10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. — 2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

PORT  TALBOT  CLINIC  (Situate  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
road  immediately  opposite  the  Exit  from  the  G.W.R.  Station, 
Port  Talbot). 

Males  Monday  2.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.— 5 p.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Thursday 10. 3Q  a.m.  to  1 p.m.— 2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Females Wednesday  10.30  a.m.  to  l p.m. — 2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Thursday 5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 


BARRY  CLINIC  (Situate  in  Woodlands  Road  at  the  Corner 
of  Tynewydd  Road). 

Males  Tuesday  6 pan.  to  8 p.m. 

Friday  10  a.m.  to  l p.m. 

Females Tuesday  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Friday  5 p.m.  to  7 pan. 


CARDIFF  CLINIC  (Situate  at  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary). 


Males 

Females 


Monday  6 p.m.  to  7.30  p.m. 

Thursday 10  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. — 6 p.m.  to  7.30  p.m. 

Monday  10  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

Wednesday  4 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Friday  2 pan.  to  5 pan. 


SWANSEA  CLINIC  (Situate  at  Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital) 

Males  Monday  2 p.m. 

Tuesday  7.30  p.m. 

Friday  10.30  a.m. 

Females  Thursday  l p.m. 
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^ MERTHYR  CLINIC  (Situate  at  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital). 

Males  Thursday  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Females  Tuesday  3 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

♦ 

The  analysis  of  clinical  matter,  water,  milk  and  food  stuffs 
is  carried  out,  under  contract,  by  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory.  The  Staff  of  the  County  Council  and  the 
Police  also  take  samples  of  Public  milk  supplies.  The  County 
Veterinary  Surgeon  visits  Dairy  Stock  and  reports  upon  Tuber- 
culous cases — a very  important  factor  in  protecting  the  milk 
supplies  of  the  District.  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority  as  frequently  as  possible  and  examined 
at  the  above  Laboratory.  Samples  of  milk  are  also  taken  for 
the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  ADMINISTRATION. 

WATER 

Maesteg  is  a constituent  area  of  the  Mid- Glamorgan 
Water  Board,  and  the  water  supply  to  this  district  is  entirely 
in  its  hands.  Trunk  mains  link  up  the  water  supply  throughout 
the  Mid-Glamorgan  area. 

The  Water  supply  to  the  area  is  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  in  quantity. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  of  the  raw  and 
treated  water  and  the  results  obtained  indicate  satisfactory 
treatment. 

Of  the  21  sources  in  the  Board’s  area  of  supply  the  water 
from  a few  of  the  small  sources  have  an  acid  reaction  but  the 
Board  s Bye-Laws  prohibit  the  use  of  lead  pipe. 

Water  from  all  the  main  sources  of  supply  are  chlorinated 
at  or  near  the  source. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  population  in  the  Maesteg 
area  are  supplied  with  water  direct  to  the  houses. 


,,  j nurnerous  periods  during  the  year  the  supply  to 

Maesteg  had  to  be  supplemented  from  the  sources  of  the  Oginore 
Garw  and  Dymbath  Valleys.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
supplement  the  supply  from  the  Schwyll  hard  water  source. 
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SCAVENGING.  ff 

i 

Refuse  collection  is  a daily  one.  The  collection  is  carried 
out  by  means  of  specially  designed  motor  vehicles.  Although 
the  Council  possess  powers  to  require  the  occupier  of  any  dwelling- 
house  to  provide  receptacles  of  such  size  and  construction  as 
may  be  approved  by  the  Council,  no  steps  have  yet  been  taken 
to  enforce  these*  powers,  with  the  consequence  that  an 
extraordinary  assortment  of  generally  unsuitable  appliances  are 
utilised  for  the  temporary  storage  of  house  refuse,  the  most 
common  forms  consisting  of  uncovered  buckets,,  wooden  boxes, 
baskets,  paper  bags,  and  even  open  newspapers.  It  will  be 
realised,  therefore,  that  under  these  conditions  refuse  thus  con- 
tained is  placed  to  await  collection  by  the  scavengers  some 
inconvenience,  annoyance,  and  risk  are  caused  to  the  public 
by  the  unclean  and  littered  condition  attained  by  our  streets 
under  these  circumstances.  Irregular  habits  on  the  part  of  the 
householders  also  lead  to  diliberate  but  surreptitious  dumping 
of  refuse  of  all  kinds  into  back  lanes,  waste  spaces,  and  water 
courses  in  close  proximity  to  the  dwelling-houses.  For  the  purpose 
of  checking  this  very  reprehensible  practice  much  of  the  attention 
of  the  sanitary  inspector  was  given  to  work  in  this  connection 
in  the  course  of  the  year. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Pollution  of  the  River  Llynfi  still  continues  owing  to  the 
inefficiency  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  bad  state  of  the. 
Main  Sewer  also  the  occasional  obstruction  of  the  Sewer  caused 
by  irregular  ground  movement  in  this  area.  A New  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  is  urgently  needed  also  the  Main  Sewer  renewed. 

It  is  hoped  the  works  will  be  put  in  hand  as  soon  as  possible, 
so  that  the  serious  pollution  of  the  river  now  taking  place  may 
cease . 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  ~ 


1. '  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...Nil. 

2.  By  other  persons  or  bodies  ...  Nil. 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 

1.  Under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  178. 

2.  Other  Powers  ...  •••  15- 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  RESTRICTIONS 
(AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1933  (SECTION  12). 

During  the  year  three  Certificates  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Act,  was  issued.  / 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  AS  TO  HOUSING 
CONDITIONS. 

The  Housing  Conditions  remain  substantially  the  same 
as  recorded  in  last  year’s  report.  Materials  have  been  difficult 
to  obtain  and  individual  owners  have  experienced  difficulty  in 
securing  skilled  labour  to  execute  the  works  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  carry  out. 

Several  cases  of  families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions 
were  recorded  during  the  year,  the  relief  of  which  additional 
houses  are  urgently  needed. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY 
DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1944. 

Inspections  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  during  the  year...  12 
Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  during  the 


year  •••  ...  225 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  investigated  ...  ...  75 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  65 

,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

>,  Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  Factories  ...  ...  • ...  ...  50 

,,  Slaughterhouses  & Slaughtering  ...  ...  266 


In  all,  112  Informal  Notices  were  served,  and  to  enforce 
compliance  it  was  necessary  to  serve  27  Abatement  Notices. 


Thirty-four  Notices  under  Section  138  of  the  .Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  to  provide  dwellings  with  a sufficient  supply  of 
water,  were  served  on  the  owners. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


On  receipt  of  a notification  of  infectious  disease  the  premises 
are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  At  these  visits  arrangements 
are  made  for  the  removal  of  the  case  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
or  alternatively  for  the  efficient  isolation  of  the  patient.  The 
circumstances  in  connection  with  the  case,  such  as  occupation  or 
school  of  patient  and  contacts,  sources  of  water  supply  and  milk 
supply,  probable  source  of  infection,  etc.,  are  entered  on  individual 
record  cards.  Instructions  are  given  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection,  and  in  the  case  of  scholars,  the  patient  and  contacts  are 
at  once  excluded  from  School.  The  dwelling-house  is  also  inspected 
for  the  existence  of  any  nuisance  that  may  be  dealt  with  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

After  removal,  the  infected  rooms  are  immediately  dis 
infected,  but  when  the  patient  is  isolated  at  home,  not  until  the 
termination  of  the  illness.  Where  necessary,  infected  clothing^ 
bedding,  etc.,  is  removed  and  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s  steam 
disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


SCABIES. 


f 

The  Treatment  of  Scabies  was  continued  in  the  Area 
during  the  year.  Treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Cleansing 
Section  of  the  Fixed  First  Aid  Post,  Church  Street,  Maesteg. 
During  the  year  thirty-five  cases  received  treatment. 

The  method  of  treatment  is  as  follows  : — 

First  Day  : — Cleansing  Bath  and  application  of  Proscabine. 

gecond  Day  : — Cleansing  Bath,  dress  in  clean  underwear  and 
outer  clothing  (where  possible),  and  disinfec- 
tion of  discarded  clothing. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year,  the  work  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
was  continued.  Alum  precipitated  toxoid  being  the  antigen  used 
and  is  supplied  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  free  of  charge. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  age  groups 
of  the  children  immunised  during  the  year 

Under  5 years — 125. 

Age  5 years  and  over,  but  under  15  years  lo2. 


SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

During  the  year  the  following  licenses  were  issued  within 
the  area  of  the  Council  under  provisions  of  the  above  Order 

Five  Dealers  Licences  to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised. 

Two  Pasteurisers  Licences  to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised. 

Inspections  of  farms  and  dairies  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  and  samples  of  milk  sent  to  Cardiff  and  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  examination. 
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The  following  fable 'sets  out  the  amount  of  meat,  con- 
demned and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  during 
the  year  : — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

i 

738 

579 

5498 

8 

Number  inspected 

738 

564 

5200 

8 

All  Diseases  except 

j- 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

0 

8 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

210 

0 

514 

0 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 


culosis. 

29.1 

0 

10 

0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

0 

0 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

109 

0 . 

0 

• 

3 

Percentage  of  (he  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

15.71 

• 

0 0 

50 

SLAUGHTER  OF 

ANIMALS 

ACT,  1933. 

During  the  year  six  slaughtermen  were  granted  licences 
to  slaughter  in  Accordance  with  the  above-mentioned  Act. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


Slaughtering  is  centralized  fn  the  one  slaughter-house 
used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  Bridgend  Road, 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
CONDEMNED  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
DECEMBER  31st,  1944. 


# 


Reason  for  Approximate 

Description.  Condemnation.  Weight. 

lbs. 


7 Bovine  Carcases  and  Organs 

(complete)  

3 Bovine  Carcases  and  Organs 
(complete) 

2 Bovine  Hind  Quarters  

108  Bovine  Lungs  

26  Bovine  Livers  

50  Bovine  Heads  ...... 

31  Bovine  Mesenteries 
205  Bovine  Livers  

8 Sheep  Carcases 

514  Sheep  Plucks  

1 Pig  Carcase  and  Organs 
(complete) 


Tuberculosis  2,318 

Emaciation  and 

Parasitic  Diseases  895 

Bruised  245 

Tuberculosis  540 

Tuberculosis  260 

Tuberculosis  1,500 

Tuberculosis  310 

Parasitic  and 

Bacterial  Diseases  2,050 

Casualties  and  Emaciation  241 
Parasitic  Diseases  2,056 


Tuberculosis 


Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned 10,594 


Other  Foods — 

Tinned  Meat  •■»••• 

48  Tins  of  Fruit  & Vegetables 

128  Tins  of  Fish  

1285  Tins  of  Milk  

108  Tins  of  Beans 

Cheese 

Bacon  and  Ham 
Margarine  and  Butter 

Tea  ; 

Wet  Fish  

Sausages  


Decomposition 

Blown 

Decomposition 
Blown  ?••• 

Blown 

Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Rancid 

Contamination 

Decomposition 

Decomposition 


Total  Weight  of  Other  Foods. 


lbs. 

270 

48 

60 

960 

54 

117 

176 

99 

19 

812 

337 
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The  total  quantity  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  surrendered 


and  destroyed  annually 

during 

the  past 

fifteen 

years  is  given 

in  the  following  table  : — 

• 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

1944  ... 

6 

0 

3 

22 

1943  ... 

3 

6 

1 

4 

1942  ..:  ' ... 

4 

8 

2 

9 

1941  ... 

3 

17 

0 

1 

1940  ... 

. 2 

17 

2 

14 

1939  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1938  ... 

2 

8 

' i 

7 

1937  ... 

2 

13 

3 

9 

1936  ... 

2 

10 

0 

13 

1935  ... 

3 

2 

3 

9 

1934  ... 

4 

12 

1 

24 

1933  ... 

3 

15 

0 

24 

1932  ... 

3 

0 

3 

6 

1931  ... 

2 

10 

3 

V 

5 

1930  

1 

17 

3 

4 

Total 

49 

4 

3 

21 

31 
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THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT. 

Sampling  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  is  undertaken 
by  the  Police,  and  I am  indebted  to  Police  Superintendent  William 
C.  May  of  Bridgend,  for  the  following  summary  of  the  articles 
sampled  under  the  above  Act,  together  with  the  results  of  the 
analysis  : — 

Articles  Analysed.  Total  Samples. 


New  Milk  23 

Barley  ......  1 

Rice  1 

Blancmange  2 

Flour  ' 2 

Vinegar  ••••.•■  1 

Sauce  1 

Coffee  1 

Ginger  1 

Total  33 


Arising  out  of  these  samples,  there  was  one  prosecution  of 
selling  Milk  18  per  cent,  deficient  in  Milk  Fat,  which  resulted 
in  the  defendant  being  ordered  to  pay  18/6  Costs. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  MAESTEG  URBAN  DISTRICT, 
1944  (CIVILIANS  ONLY.) 


• Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

ALL  CAUSES  

175  . 

130 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 . 

0 

2. 

Measles 

0 . 

0 

3. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

0 . 

2 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  •••* 

o . . 

0 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 . 

0 

1 

6. 

Diphtheria 

0 . 

7. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

6 . 

12 

8. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 . 

0 

9. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 . 

0 

10. 

Influenza 

1 . 

0 

11. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  & polio  encephalitis 

...  * 

0 . 

0 

12. 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis  ... 

0 . 

0 

13. 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 . 

5 

14. 

Cancer  of  buo.  cav.  and  oesph:  (M.) ; uterus  (F)  2 \ 

0 

15. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

9 . 

1 

16. 

’Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

8 . 

8 

17. 

Diabetes 

0 . 

3 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

24  . 

11 

19. 

Heart  Diseases... 

38  . 

36 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 . 

0 

21. 

Bronchitis 

16  . 

10 

22. 

Pneumonia 

10  . 

5 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

6 . 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . . . 

4 . 

0 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

2 . 

2 

26. 

Appendicitis 

. 2 . 

0 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 . 

8 

28. 

Nephritis 

3 . 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

0 . 

0 

30. 

Other  Maternal  causes  ... 

0 . 

1 

31. 

Premature  birth 

6 . 

■ 1 

32. 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  inj.,  infant 

dis. 

7 . 

6 

33. 

Suicide 

0 . 

0 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 . 

0 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

4 . 

3 

36. 

All  other  causes  \ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year  : — 

15  . 

. 12 

Total 

25  . 

13 

Legitimate  ... 

24  . 

13 

Illegitimate 
Live  Births  : — 

1 . 

0 

Total 

234  . 

196 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

223  . 

187 

Illegitimate 
Stillbirths  : — 

11 

9 

Total 

15  . 

13 

Legitimate .... 

15  . 

12 

Illegitimate 

0 .. 

1 

* 


/ 
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